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The 17th Century Parisian doctor who made blood transfusion history...

In 1667 a Parisian doctor by the name of Jean-Baptiste Denis performed an operation that had never
previously been attempted - he transfused blood into another human being. This was the first attempt at a
procedure that over subsequent centuries was to save the lives of thousands of people. But at the time Denis
was nearly convicted of murder.

The victim of Denis's experiment was a middle-aged man suffering from mad rages. Denis believed that by
transfusing the blood of a calf into the man the man would assume the placid nature of the calf. The
experiment appeared to work. The highly toxic blood made the man in question very ill and therefore very
placid. It is now believed that the man was in fact suffering from syphilis, which induced his violent
behaviour. The symptoms of the syphilis would also have been relieved by the high fever that the toxic blood
would have induced.

Encouraged by this apparent success, though unaware of the reasons for it, many other people attempted
similar experiments.

Eventually the man died and Denis was arrested for his murder. Further investigations revealed however that
the man had not in fact died from the blood transfusion (although he certainly would have done so very
shortly) but from cyanide placed in his food by his wife.

Giving an insight into the first attempts at a procedure that has gone on to be developed for the benefit of
humanity, and into the symbolism of blood throughout the history of medicine, Blood and Justice raises
ethical issues that are as relevant today as they were at the time.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Shephard:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As it is known to
us that book is very important for all of us. The book Blood and Justice: The 17 Century Parisian Doctor
Who Made Blood Transfusion History had been making you to know about other information and of course
you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The e-book Blood and Justice: The 17 Century
Parisian Doctor Who Made Blood Transfusion History is not only giving you much more new information
but also to be your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your
publication. Try to make relationship together with the book Blood and Justice: The 17 Century Parisian
Doctor Who Made Blood Transfusion History. You never truly feel lose out for everything if you read some
books.

Sarah Winship:

Typically the book Blood and Justice: The 17 Century Parisian Doctor Who Made Blood Transfusion
History will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading the book. The author style to clarify the
idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to learn, this book very appropriate to you. The
book Blood and Justice: The 17 Century Parisian Doctor Who Made Blood Transfusion History is much
recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can easier to
read the book.

Edgar Villanueva:

Reading a book to be new life style in this year; every people loves to read a book. When you learn a book
you can get a lot of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, because book has a
lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you have read. If
you want to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you act like you want
to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, along with soon. The Blood
and Justice: The 17 Century Parisian Doctor Who Made Blood Transfusion History provide you with new
experience in examining a book.

Harry Alvey:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many query for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but in addition novel and Blood and Justice: The 17 Century Parisian Doctor
Who Made Blood Transfusion History or perhaps others sources were given know-how for you. After you
know how the good a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or
perhaps students especially. Those guides are helping them to add their knowledge. In various other case,
beside science guide, any other book likes Blood and Justice: The 17 Century Parisian Doctor Who Made



Blood Transfusion History to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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