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Taking up a teaching appointment in Tokyo in 1931, the English poet and literary critic William Empson
found himself captivated by the Buddhist sculptures of ancient Japan, and spent the years that followed in
search of similar examples all over Korea, China, Cambodia, Burma, India, and Ceylon, as well as in the
great museums of the West. Compiling the results of these wide-ranging travels into what he considered to
be one of his most important works, Empson was heartbroken when he mislaid the sole copy of the
manuscript in the wake of the Second World War. The Face of the Buddha remained one of the great lost
books until its surprise rediscovery sixty years later, and is published here for the first time. The book
provides an engaging record of Empson's reactions to the cultures and artworks he encountered during his
travels, and presents experimental theories about Buddhist art that many authorities of today have found to
be remarkably prescient. It also casts important new light on Empson's other works, highlighting in particular
the affinities of his thinking with that of the religious and philosophical traditions of Asia.

Edited by the global culture historian Rupert Arrowsmith, this edition comes with a comprehensive
introduction that makes The Face of the Buddha as accessible to the general reader as it is to the professional
scholar, and is fully illustrated throughout with Empson's original photographs.
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From reader reviews:

Ira Knudsen:

The ability that you get from The Face of the Buddha is a more deep you digging the information that hide
into the words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but
The Face of the Buddha giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in
specific way that can be understood by simply anyone who read that because the author of this e-book is
well-known enough. This particular book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. Making it easy
to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this
kind of The Face of the Buddha instantly.

Allan Nguyen:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Make an effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its
include may doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not
because fantastic as in the outside appear likes. Maybe you answer could be The Face of the Buddha why
because the fantastic cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint you. The inside or
content is fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up
this book.

Irene Gonzales:

Book is one of source of understanding. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen need book to know the revise information of year to help year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the
world. From the book The Face of the Buddha we can acquire more advantage. Don't you to definitely be
creative people? To become creative person must prefer to read a book. Simply choose the best book that
appropriate with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this book The Face of the Buddha.
You can more desirable than now.

Donald Murray:

Many people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a book. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the particular book The Face of the Buddha to make
your personal reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading talent is developing when you including
reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the idea about book
and studying especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to available a book and study it. Beside that
the reserve The Face of the Buddha can to be a newly purchased friend when you're sense alone and confuse
in what must you're doing of their time.
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