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During the Mao era, China’s museums served an explicit and uniform propaganda function, underlining
official Party history, eulogizing revolutionary heroes, and contributing to nation building and socialist
construction. With the implementation of the post-Mao modernization program in the late 1970s and 1980s
and the advent of globalization and market reforms in the 1990s, China underwent a radical social and
economic transformation that has led to a vastly more heterogeneous culture and polity. Yet China is
dominated by a single Leninist party that continues to rely heavily on its revolutionary heritage to generate
political legitimacy. With its messages of collectivism, self-sacrifice, and class struggle, that heritage is
increasingly at odds with Chinese society and with the state’s own neoliberal ideology of rapid-paced
development, glorification of the market, and entrepreneurship. In this ambiguous political environment,
museums and their curators must negotiate between revolutionary ideology and new kinds of historical
narratives that reflect and highlight a neoliberal present.

In Exhibiting the Past, Kirk Denton analyzes types of museums and exhibitionary spaces, from revolutionary
history museums, military museums, and memorials to martyrs to museums dedicated to literature, ethnic
minorities, and local history. He discusses red tourism?a state sponsored program developed in 2003 as a
new form of patriotic education designed to make revolutionary history come alive?and urban planning
exhibition halls, which project utopian visions of China’s future that are rooted in new conceptions of the
past. Denton’s method is narratological in the sense that he analyzes the stories museums tell about the past
and the political and ideological implications of those stories. Focusing on “official” exhibitionary culture
rather than alternative or counter memory, Denton reinserts the state back into the discussion of postsocialist
culture because of its centrality to that culture and to show that state discourse in China is neither monolithic
nor unchanging. The book considers the variety of ways state museums are responding to the dramatic
social, technological, and cultural changes China has experienced over the past three decades.
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From reader reviews:

Thersa Davenport:

This Exhibiting the Past: Historical Memory and the Politics of Museums in Postsocialist China book is
simply not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by
reading this book is definitely information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get details which is
getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. This kind of Exhibiting the Past:
Historical Memory and the Politics of Museums in Postsocialist China without we know teach the one who
looking at it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't be worry Exhibiting the Past: Historical
Memory and the Politics of Museums in Postsocialist China can bring whenever you are and not make your
case space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even mobile
phone. This Exhibiting the Past: Historical Memory and the Politics of Museums in Postsocialist China
having good arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

David Wood:

Exhibiting the Past: Historical Memory and the Politics of Museums in Postsocialist China can be one of
your starter books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this e-book has good
vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nevertheless delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to set every word into joy
arrangement in writing Exhibiting the Past: Historical Memory and the Politics of Museums in Postsocialist
China nevertheless doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource
data that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can drawn you into new stage of
crucial considering.

Gloria White:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Exhibiting the Past: Historical Memory
and the Politics of Museums in Postsocialist China guide written by well-known writer who knows well how
to make book that may be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written throughout good manner for
you, dripping every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still doubt
Exhibiting the Past: Historical Memory and the Politics of Museums in Postsocialist China as good book but
not only by the cover but also with the content. This is one reserve that can break don't judge book by its deal
with, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading through
sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Kay Davidson:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information originating from a book. Book is published or printed or created from each source in which
filled update of news. In this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for an



individual. From media social like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book,
new and comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open
your book? Or just seeking the Exhibiting the Past: Historical Memory and the Politics of Museums in
Postsocialist China when you desired it?
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