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Canadian-born flying ace Raymond Collishaw (1893–1976) served in Britain’s air forces for twenty-eight
years. As a pilot in World War I he was credited with sixty-one confirmed kills on the Western Front. When
World War II began in 1939, Air Commodore Collishaw commanded a Royal Air Force group in Egypt. It
was in Egypt and Libya in 1940–41, during the Britain’s Western Desert campaign, that he demonstrated the
tenets of an effective air-ground cooperation system. Flying to Victory examines Raymond Collishaw’s
contribution to the British system of tactical air support—a pattern of operations that eventually became
standard in the Allied air forces and proved to be a key factor in the Allied victory.

The British Army and Royal Air Force entered the war with conflicting views on the issue of air support that
hindered the success of early operations. It was only after the chastening failure of Operation Battleaxe in
June 1941, fought according to army doctrine, that Winston Churchill shifted strategy on the direction of
future air campaigns—ultimately endorsing the RAF's view of mission and target selection. This view
adopted principles of air-ground cooperation that Collishaw had demonstrated in combat. Author Mike
Bechthold traces the emergence of this strategy in the RAF air campaign in Operation Compass, the first
British offensive in the Western Desert, in which Air Commodore Collishaw’s small force overwhelmed its
Italian counterpart and disrupted enemy logistics.

Flying to Victory details the experiences that prepared Collishaw so well for this campaign and that taught
him much about the application of air power, especially how to work effectively with the army and Royal
Navy. As Bechthold shows, these lessons learned altered the Allied approach to tactical air support and,
ultimately, changed the course of the Second World War.
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From reader reviews:

Herbert Turley:

The book Flying to Victory: Raymond Collishaw and the Western Desert Campaign, 1940–1941 (Campaigns
and Commanders Series) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So why
must we leave the good thing like a book Flying to Victory: Raymond Collishaw and the Western Desert
Campaign, 1940–1941 (Campaigns and Commanders Series)? Some of you have a different opinion about
reserve. But one aim in which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to
closer together with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you can give for each other; it is
possible to share all of these. Book Flying to Victory: Raymond Collishaw and the Western Desert
Campaign, 1940–1941 (Campaigns and Commanders Series) has simple shape however, you know: it has
great and large function for you. You can search the enormous world by open up and read a book. So it is
very wonderful.

Evan Miller:

This book untitled Flying to Victory: Raymond Collishaw and the Western Desert Campaign, 1940–1941
(Campaigns and Commanders Series) to be one of several books that best seller in this year, that is because
when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the
book retail outlet or you can order it through online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It
makes you more easily to read this book, since you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no
reason for your requirements to past this e-book from your list.

Douglas Moskowitz:

Many people spending their period by playing outside using friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, ya
think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It ok you can have
the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Flying to Victory: Raymond Collishaw
and the Western Desert Campaign, 1940–1941 (Campaigns and Commanders Series) which is obtaining the
e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.

Joyce Washington:

A number of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half areas of the book. You can choose often the book Flying to Victory: Raymond
Collishaw and the Western Desert Campaign, 1940–1941 (Campaigns and Commanders Series) to make
your current reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading talent is developing when you just like
reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the opinion about book and
examining especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to open a book and study it. Beside that the e-
book Flying to Victory: Raymond Collishaw and the Western Desert Campaign, 1940–1941 (Campaigns and



Commanders Series) can to be a newly purchased friend when you're experience alone and confuse in doing
what must you're doing of their time.
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