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Demonstrates the dramatic interplay of elements that comprise the concepts of norm, bisexuality, and
development.

A brilliant and original reimagining of sexuality, Sleights of Reason examines how concepts lend themselves
to power/knowledge formations. Many contemporary French philosophers make incidental use of the notion
of a ruse. Its names are legion: “duplicity,” “concealment,” “forgetting,” and “subterfuge,” among others.
Mary Beth Mader employs Gilles Deleuze’s philosophy of the concept to describe three specifically
conceptual ruses, or sleights, that make up part of the conceptual support for the concept of sex. These are
the sleights associated with the concepts of norm, bisexuality, and development. Mader argues that concepts
can trick us, and shows how they can effect conceptual sleights, or what she calls sleights of reason. She
concludes by offering a robust synthesis of insights from Foucault and Deleuze to extend those into a
proposal for a conceptual next step for imagining the structures of sexuality as eros.

“In addition to creating her own philosophical concept, Mary Beth Mader pulls off something no one else
has even attempted, to my knowledge—namely, to bring Gilles Deleuze’s rigorous analyses of the nature of
the concepts in What Is Philosophy? to bear on the concept of sexuality. The result is an injection of
conceptual rigor into debates that hitherto have been more focused on historical considerations. This is a
superb book.” — Daniel W. Smith, coeditor of Gilles Deleuze: Image and Text

“Somewhere between mere errors and dialectical illusions, Mader’s ‘sleights of reason’ are biases that derive
from the ability of concepts to refer to themselves. Tendentious concepts such as ‘norm,’ ‘bisexuality,’ and
‘development’ purport to refer to actual objects, but actually refer only to their own ability to structure
experience. Like Jacquemarts, they hammer home a way of thinking, repeatedly striking us as self-evident
features of the world. By showing in detail how the three sleights of her subtitle came to govern modern
conceptions of sexuality, Mader frees us from their conceptual bell tower.” — Andrew Cutrofello, author of
The Owl at Dawn: A Sequel to Hegel’s Phenomenology of Spirit
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From reader reviews:

Princess Bequette:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important for all of us. The book Sleights of Reason: Norm, Bisexuality,
Development (SUNY Series in Gender Theory) had been making you to know about other expertise and of
course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The guide Sleights of Reason:
Norm, Bisexuality, Development (SUNY Series in Gender Theory) is not only giving you more new
information but also for being your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your spend time to
read your publication. Try to make relationship with the book Sleights of Reason: Norm, Bisexuality,
Development (SUNY Series in Gender Theory). You never experience lose out for everything in case you
read some books.

Eunice Randle:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a e-book you will get new information since book is one of several ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make you more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially hype book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this
Sleights of Reason: Norm, Bisexuality, Development (SUNY Series in Gender Theory), you could tells your
family, friends and soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a
e-book.

Ernie Fleishman:

E-book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen need book to know the upgrade information of year for you to year. As we
know those ebooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the
world. By the book Sleights of Reason: Norm, Bisexuality, Development (SUNY Series in Gender Theory)
we can consider more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? Being creative person must love to
read a book. Only choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change
your life at this time book Sleights of Reason: Norm, Bisexuality, Development (SUNY Series in Gender
Theory). You can more inviting than now.

Jennifer Lewis:

A number of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt it
when they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the book Sleights of Reason: Norm, Bisexuality,
Development (SUNY Series in Gender Theory) to make your own reading is interesting. Your own personal



skill of reading expertise is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose basic book to make you
enjoy you just read it and mingle the feeling about book and studying especially. It is to be first opinion for
you to like to open a book and examine it. Beside that the guide Sleights of Reason: Norm, Bisexuality,
Development (SUNY Series in Gender Theory) can to be your new friend when you're truly feel alone and
confuse with the information must you're doing of that time.
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