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At the start of the civil war, most young fighter officers joined the rebels (Nationalists). It was the high
ranking officers, grupo or escuadrilla commanders, and the NCOs, sergeants and corporals who remained
loyal to the government. The obsolete Nieuport Ni.52s and the three rare Hawker Furies were soon outpaced
by the opposing more modern Fiat CR.32s and Heinkel He 51s. However, at this early stage of the war, there
were several Republican airmen who became aces and famous in the process, despite the small numbers of
enemy aircraft shot down. Subsequently, a relative handful ex-French Dewoitine D.372 and Loire Nieuport
46 fighters flown by foreign mercenaries and Spanish pilots managed to turn the aerial balance in favour of
the Republicans. With the arrival of the Soviet Polikarpov I-15 Chato and I-16 Mosca fighters, the
Republicans consolidated this superiority, but most of the fighter pilots flying these modern types were
Soviet. Some Spaniards started to fly Chatos from February 1937 with the establishment of the first two
Spanish I-15 escuadrillas, commanded by capitanes García Lacalle and Alonso Santamaría respectively.
They made their debut in the battles of the Jarama and Guadalajara. In the north, by the spring and summer
of 1937 most Chato pilots were now Spanish. During the battle of Brunete, in July 1937, the first pilots
trained in the USSR to fly the fast I-16 Mosca monoplanes arrived in Spain, and they quickly began to take a
toll of enemy aircraft. Widely speaking, the Republican military aviation did not keep an exhaustive record
of individual shooting claims. However, sufficient documentation exists to make a reasonable assumption as
to which pilots fall into the ace category. This volume details the exploits of those pilots, complimenting
previous works in the Osprey Aircraft of the Aces series on Nationalist CR.32 Aces and Polikarpov I-15, I-
16 and I-152 Aces.
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From reader reviews:

Gloria Smith:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a book will give you a lot of new details.
When you read a reserve you will get new information mainly because book is one of several ways to share
the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
reading through a book especially fiction book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read
this Spanish Republican Aces (Aircraft of the Aces), it is possible to tells your family, friends along with
soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a publication.

Sylvia Kirby:

Spanish Republican Aces (Aircraft of the Aces) can be one of your nice books that are good idea. All of us
recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in
words, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The copy writer giving
his/her effort to get every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Spanish Republican Aces (Aircraft of
the Aces) although doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm
resource details that maybe you can be among it. This great information could drawn you into new stage of
crucial considering.

Jessica Jones:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind talent
or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your limited time to read it because all this time you only find publication that
need more time to be learn. Spanish Republican Aces (Aircraft of the Aces) can be your answer given it can
be read by anyone who have those short time problems.

Grace Smith:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. That Spanish Republican Aces (Aircraft of the Aces) can give you
a lot of good friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have matter that they don't and make
you more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to get success. This book offer
you information that might be your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than additional make you to
be great men and women. So , why hesitate? We need to have Spanish Republican Aces (Aircraft of the
Aces).
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