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A historical tour de force that demolishes the myths and taboos that have surrounded Jewish and Israeli
history, The Invention of the Jewish People offers a new account of both that demands to be read and
reckoned with. Was there really a forced exile in the first century, at the hands of the Romans? Should we
regard the Jewish people, throughout two millennia, as both a distinct ethnic group and a putative
nation—returned at last to its Biblical homeland?

Shlomo Sand argues that most Jews actually descend from converts, whose native lands were scattered far
across the Middle East and Eastern Europe. The formation of a Jewish people and then a Jewish nation out of
these disparate groups could only take place under the sway of a new historiography, developing in response
to the rise of nationalism throughout Europe. Beneath the biblical back fill of the nineteenth-century
historians, and the twentieth-century intellectuals who replaced rabbis as the architects of Jewish identity,
The Invention of the Jewish People uncovers a new narrative of Israel’s formation, and proposes a bold
analysis of nationalism that accounts for the old myths.

After a long stay on Israel’s bestseller list, and winning the coveted Aujourd’hui Award in France, The
Invention of the Jewish People is finally available in English. The central importance of the conflict in the
Middle East ensures that Sand’s arguments will reverberate well beyond the historians and politicians that he
takes to task. Without an adequate understanding of Israel’s past, capable of superseding today’s opposing
views, diplomatic solutions are likely to remain elusive. In this iconoclastic work of history, Shlomo Sand
provides the intellectual foundations for a new vision of Israel’s future.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Wadsworth:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on
guys this specific aren't like that. This The Invention of the Jewish People book is readable by means of you
who hate the perfect word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience
without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer associated with The
Invention of the Jewish People content conveys the thought easily to understand by many individuals. The
printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different in the form of it. So , do you even now
thinking The Invention of the Jewish People is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Christine Furst:

The publication with title The Invention of the Jewish People includes a lot of information that you can find
out it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This particular book exist new understanding the
information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world currently. That is important
to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you within new era of the
globalization. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

James Rohrbach:

Precisely why? Because this The Invention of the Jewish People is an unordinary book that the inside of the
e-book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will jolt you with the secret it inside. Reading this book
adjacent to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such wonderful way makes the content on the
inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you
for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of
positive aspects than the other book include such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking
approach. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I were being you I will go to the reserve store
hurriedly.

Jason Caldwell:

That book can make you to feel relax. That book The Invention of the Jewish People was multi-colored and
of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book The Invention of the Jewish People has many
kinds or type. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can
read and think that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are generally make you
bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try
to like reading in which.
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